
Richard Nixon 

The 37th U.S. president, is best remembered as the only president ever to 

resign from office. Nixon stepped down in 1974, halfway through his 

second term, rather than face impeachment over his efforts to cover up 

illegal activities by members of his administration in the Watergate scandal.  

A former Republican congressman and U.S. senator from California, he 

served two terms as vice president under Dwight Eisenhower (1890-1969) 

in the 1950s. 

 In 1960, Nixon lost his bid for the presidency in a close race with Democrat 

John F. Kennedy (1917-63).  

He ran for the White House again in 1968 and won. As president, Nixon’s 

achievements included forging diplomatic ties with China and the Soviet 

Union, and withdrawing U.S. troops from an unpopular war in Vietnam.  

However, Nixon’s involvement in Watergate tarnished his legacy and 

deepened American cynicism about government. 

Gerald Ford 

America’s 38th president, Gerald Ford (1913-2006) took office on August 9, 

1974, following the resignation of President Richard Nixon (1913-1994), 

who left the White House in disgrace over the Watergate scandal. 

 Ford became the first unelected president in the nation’s history. A 

longtime Republican congressman from Michigan, Ford had been 

appointed vice president less than a year earlier by President Nixon.  

He is credited with helping to restore public confidence in government after 

the disillusionment of the Watergate era. 

 

 



Jimmy Carter 

As the 39th president of the United States, Jimmy Carter struggled to 

respond to formidable challenges, including a major energy crisis as well as 

high inflation and unemployment. In the foreign affairs arena, he reopened 

U.S. relations with China and made headway with efforts to broker peace in 

the historic Arab-Israeli conflict, but was damaged late in his term by a 

hostage crisis in Iran. 

 Carter’s diagnosis of the nation’s “crisis of confidence” did little to boost his 

sagging popularity, and in 1980 he was soundly defeated in the general 

election by Ronald Reagan.  

Over the next decades, Carter built a distinguished career as a diplomat, 

humanitarian and author, pursuing conflict resolution in countries around 

the globe. 


